[image: ]Wisconsin Utilities Association
44 East Mifflin Street, Ste 402
Madison, Wisconsin 53703


To:		Wisconsin Legislature

From:		Bill Skewes, Executive Director
		Wisconsin Utilities Association, Inc.

Re:		Opposition to AA 1 to AB 683

Date:		January 20, 2026


On behalf of Wisconsin’s investor-owned gas and electric energy providers the Wisconsin Utilities Association opposes AA 1 to AB 683.

AA1 adds energy infrastructure to the definition of what foreign adversary-manufactured equipment could be prohibited under the bill. WUA would have to oppose the bill if the amendment is added because we do not know what effect this sweeping change will have on our systems, could raise costs and threaten reliability. Adopting Assembly Amendment 1 could introduce several negative cost and reliability impacts, including:

· Higher procurement and installation costs due to a smaller vendor pool.
Longer lead times for grid equipment during a period when utilities already face supply‑chain constraints.
· Reliability risks associated with accelerated equipment replacement or integration challenges.
· Higher utility rates for Wisconsin customers as utilities recover increased costs.
· Delays in modernization, potentially slowing resiliency and cyber‑security improvements.

These impacts do not mean the policy goal (reducing foreign‑adversary risk) is invalid—only that utilities may experience material operational and financial strain in achieving compliance.

Please reject this amendment.  Thank you for your consideration of this important request. 

Bill Skewes 
WUA 
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